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Peter R. Kraatz, B.S.,
plans on getting married
on February 25, 1995.
Also he misses the
"good old engineering
geology without all the
stinking environmental
regulations.”

David Croker, B.S.,
four years after finish-
ing his NAGT fellow-
ship at the USGS, he
was promoted to a full-
time, permanent posi-
tion as a Geophysicist.
He hasbeen involved in
many different kinds of
seismic studies: a
teleseismic-tomography
aftershock study follow-
ing the Loma Prieta EQ;
large-scale, refraction/re-
flection crustal experi-
ments, including the recent
LA Basin profile that
many UCLA students
were involved with; and
everyday seismic activity
monitoring and related
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hazard reduction pro-
grams. His current posi-

David Croker does a quick
checkup of a seismic telemetry
site on the Hayward Fault Zone

tion primarily involves
maintaining and repairing
the permanent seismo-
graph network in Central
and Northern California,
whichincludes 375 differ-
ent sites. Some of his most
memorable times have

been when he's partici-
pated in aftershock re-
sponse. "The
adrenaline flows
rapidly while trying
to install new seis-
mographs in as
little time as pos-
sible, and all the
time feeling the af-
tershocks that I'm
there to record."
After the
Northridge EQ,
Dave and a col-
league took only
eight daystotie five
new seismographs
and related telem-
etry to the Pasadena
USGS office, while
feeling about 10 af-
tershocks. "The
most exciting times
I've had are the late
nights when [ get to
detonate the explosives
that are used as energy
sources for refraction/re-
flection profiles. There is
nothing more thrilling than
the total sensory experi-
ence of detonating 2000
pounds of explosives at

200 feet underground."
(croker@usgs.wr.gov).

James E. Tucker, B.S.,
while at UCLA, not only
got a degree in Engineer-
ing Geology, but found a
wife, Donna, among the
Departmental staff. Since
graduation, Jim has
worked in the Geotechni-
cal Engineering field as a
project geologist. He cur-
rently works at The J. Byer
Group with two other
UCLA alums, Bob Zwei-
gler ('79), and Sean Wilson
('92). During the past year
Jim has worked on several
projects investigating
damage to residences and
properties caused by the
January 17, 1994,
Northridge earthquake.
He and his wife have re-
cently been fortunate
enough to purchase their
first home.
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David Szumigala, M.S.,
and his wife FEllen
Daley('92) have moved to

Salt Lake City. “Yes, we’ve
both finished our Ph.D.s
and joined the real world."
They bought a new home
and just got a black labra-
dor puppy. Ellen is work-
ing at an environmental
engineering firm as a hy-
drologist. Dave was in
Alaska working for
AMAZ Gold Exploration
in Fairbanks. He’ll be back
sometime this fall job-
hunting and writing pa-
pers.

Sean Wilson, B.S., is liv-
ing and working in the Los
Angeles area. For over two
years he has been working
as a staff geologist for the
J. Byer Group, Inc., a
geotechnical consulting
company. He is contem-
plating graduate school,
but is hooked on making
money and having free
time. #





